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We are a nation of many nationalities, many races, many 
religions—hound together by a single unity, the unity of 
freedom and equality. Whoever seeks to set one nationality 
against another seeks to degrade all nationalities. Whoever 
seeks to set one race against another seeks to enslave all 
races. Whoever seeks to set one religion against another 
seeks to destroy all religion. 

—Franklin D. Roosevelt, November 1, 1940. 


Americans have faced an intensified assault on their 
civil liberties as a result of the U.S. "war on terror" 
—at home and abroad. But the crackdown on therights of 
these vulnerable populations alsothreatens numerous 
immigrants, activists, tradeunionists, academics, and 
writers—or anyonewho the government wishes to define 
s a "threat"to national security. 

—Elaine Hagopian, Civil Rights in Peril: The Targeting 
of Arabs and Muslims, 2004. 
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^—/ his work is dedicated to the wives of America’s 

political prisoners, who have had to endure a life of 
hardship and struggle with little recognition as their husbands are 
persecuted behind bars. For years, these women have been at the 
forefront of the struggle for justice and freedom for American 
Muslim leaders and civil rights advocates. The following pages 
are dedicated to Asmaa Al-Ashqar, wife of Abdulhaleem, who 
stood by her husband as he faced death by hunger strike rather 
than betray his principles. It is dedicated to Karima Al-Amin, 
wife of Imam Jamil, a lifelong voice for equality and freedom. It 
is dedicated to Shifaa Alamoudi, Abdurahman’s wife, forced to 


raise their children without their loving father. The El-Ashi 
family has suffered from the tremendous loss of four brothers. 
This book is dedicated to their wives, Majida, Fairuz, Lima, and 
Wafaa, and the ordeal they have faced for nearly two years. It is 
also dedicated to Nahla Al-Arian, wife of Sami and sister of 


Mazen Al-Najjar, forced to endure a doubly grueling struggle, 
with Mazen’s three and a half year incarceration, followed by 
Sami’s current internationally publicized predicament as he 
struggles to fight for truth. Through it all, she has been the rock 
of support and the beacon of light for her family. The dedication 
to truth expressed in this book is embodied in the lives of Priscilla 
Dhafir, Sima Somaira, Maha Al-Hussayen, Salma Al-Rusheid, 
Mirsada Royer, Mina Hammad, and Ola Chapman. 

Finally, I dedicate this work to my wife Mahdia, who, like these 
women, has taught me the meaning of courage and dedication, 
patience and perseverance. I pray that God one day reunites all of 
His devoted servants under the most blissful of circumstances. II 
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Improving our understanding of the faith of our fellow citizens 
and neighbors will require that we look at Muslims with new 
eyes, and judge Islam by the totality and teachings of the faith, 
not just the beliefs and actions of a few radicals. 

John L. Esposito, Unholy War: Terror in 
the Name of Islam, 2002. 


The 

dark. Everyone, even the Europeans who 
immigrated to the United States as 
indentured servants, the first minority, met 
upon hard times. Yet, the indigenous 
Native Americans have suffered more and longer than any 
other Americans, with the possible exception of the African 
slaves. The United States, unlike perhaps any other nation, 
seems eternally trapped in cycles of immigration and 
integration, with each decade of U.S. history colored by the 
migration experience of one group or another. 

Those migrating to America are often disappointed, 


history of minorities in America is 
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perhaps even heart-broken, at discovering the difference 
between their idealized image of a land laden with milk and 
honey and the stark reality of a nation consistently 
struggling to include more and different people. 

Catholics, for example, tell their story of migration and 
assimilation through Irish and Italian history - groups that 
escaped natural disaster, famine, and poverty by coming to 
America, only to experience prejudice and discrimination in 
a new world where the teeming masses of new and old 
emigres clash over jobs, territory, and political clout. 

Dr. Ahmed Yousef makes the point in this book that 
Muslims are being mistreated in America, and that this 
mistreatment represents a threat not only to the 
development of healthy Muslim community life, but also to 
our Constitution and national traditions. 

He also emphasizes a major theme throughout this 
book, namely, the poor preparedness of the Muslim 
community’s leadership. Their intentions are not called into 
question. Their optimistic hopes are rather laid out in 
splendid form in the book’s opening chapters, which 
illustrate the vision with which Muslim migration to 
America took place, and the roots of American Muslim 
activism, which rose to its heights in the late 1990s, capped 
by major successes in the 2000 elections. 

The community’s failings can be viewed as two sides of 
a coin, one representing the internal weaknesses, such as a 
lack of a unified and coherent agenda, and an unusually slow 
process of “Americanization,” which was all the more 
compounded by the other side of the coin in the form of 
external pressures from influential forces in society 
determined to marginalize the American Muslim 
community and deny its right to a seat at the table. More 
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often than not, this was represented by Israel’s lobby in 
America and by actors in government and the media to 
whom a powerful Muslim voice signaled a threat to the 
overarching geopolitical agenda. Faced with such 
difficulties, from all sides, progress was modest but 
nonetheless effectual in some regards, such as the struggle 
against a single civil rights crisis in the mid-1990s. 

' Indeed, Yousef gives ample attention to that second side 
of the- coin, as the concerted campaign against Islam is 
revealed in a series of chapters devoted to the phenomenon 
of Islamophobia in America. The effect of this development 
on the American stage is of earth-shattering importance. 
Since the end of the Cold War, in effect this phenomenon 
has pitted the emergent Western liberal democratic system, 
exemplified by unrivaled American power, against the 
world’s 1.2 billion-strong Islamic civilization stretching 
from West Africa to East Asia. The impending clash, most 
infamously proclaimed by scholar Samuel Huntington, 
became a self-fulfilling prophecy once particular actors in 
the American public sphere laid the tar and concrete for the 
collision course with Islam. 

Caught on the frontline of this path toward unholy 
conflict were America’s seven million Muslims and their 
rising stars. These included a number of longtime activists, 
many of them immigrants and outspoken on global issues of 
human rights, not the least of which is the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. The proponents of Islamophobia, 
classified in this work as extending from the academy to the 
media and from powerful lobbies and policy advocates to 
high political office, have in effect positioned America on 
the opposing side of every major conflict involving Muslims 
across the globe, beginning with the Middle East, with 
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America’s ever-increasing support for Israel, and extending 
into South Asia’s Kashmir conflict and beyond. It is no 
coincidence, Yousef points out again and again, that Islam’s 
biggest opponents in America also happen to be, almost 
invariably, Israel’s most vocal advocates. These personalities 
and institutions are explored and scrutinized in a way that 
few observers have bothered to do in the past, and in some 
ways, as Yousef tacidy points out, this has been partly 
responsible for the community’s failed response. It has not 
studied the hefty opposition. 

As the American Muslim community awakened to throw 
its hat into the American political ring, the community’s 
leaders could not have been prepared for the struggle that 
followed. Visionary leaders, such as Abdurahman Alamoudi, 
who together with Isa Smith founded the American Muslim 
Council, the first organization of its kind to demand a seat at 
America’s political table, found themselves being viciously 
opposed by a well-entrenched anti-Muslim presence. This 
struggle continued for over a decade, culminating in the dark 
cloud currently hanging over the heads of America’s Muslims, 
agonizingly detailed in the later chapters. 

The very same men spearheading the effort to build a 
bridge between Islam and the West by opening the lines of 
communication and calling for balance in America’s foreign 
policy have been marginalized by the extremist core of 
Islamophobes and currently face trials in American courts 
for their activities. Sami al-Arian, a respected professor who 
became a leading civil rights advocate in America during the 
1990s, now finds himself the target of an unprecedented 
campaign by certain government agencies and the most 
virulent Muslim-bashers. He was also a vocal advocate for 
Palestinian rights, with successful outreach to all segments 
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of American society. He thus posed a threat to Israel’s 
proponents and had to be neutralized. This and many other 
tragic tales serve both as lessons to all Americans and a 
source of inspiration toward change, with many of their 
fates still hanging in the balance. The struggle, as Yousef 
continuously reminds readers, is ongoing. 

■ Ahmed Yousef is optimistic in asking whether the 
suffering of Muslim America can herald the advance of 
American freedom beyond the paradigm of civil rights, and 
open the door to a discussion of civil morality that has been 
missing from the modern American discourse. 

Unfortunately Muslim activists for the most part have 
examined their experience in the United States in comparison 
to other racial groups, forgetting that the social psyche has 
been rent by constitutional interpretations that dictate radical 
separation between the heart and soul of man. This has 
resulted in a type of national psychosis that prevents human 
beings from viewing religion as a system of belief, and 
promotes it rather as a panacea allowed by the state to assuage 
the fears and weaknesses of the uneducated and lower classes. 
Since the great secularization of the United States that took 
place in the 50s and 60s, religion has been positioned as the 
realm of superstition and absurdity, whereas secular logic is 
sited as the true springboard of progress. 

Muslims cannot become equal by the law of the land 
until they have contributed a body of law to the 
Constitution or an interpretation that speaks to their unique 
identity as a group of people who profess to be a modern and 
recent rendition of monotheism, possessing its own Book, 
while also introducing a new prophet. Until this is 
successfully accomplished Muslims will not likely enjoy 
political influence or economic prosperity as a community. 
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The overt power of religion in America was purposely- 
sequestered to allow space for other and all types of religious 
and non-religious practices to find equal space and 
accommodation in private and public domains. That one 
will enter the arena and espouse claims to a special morality 
or doctrinal supremacy to others, especially to Judaism and 
Christianity, is a non-starter. Muslims will learn that they 
are not being challenged because Americans hate 
differences, the Prophet Muhammad, or the headscarf. 
They are being targeted because they achieved a level of 
influence that can be enjoyed only by groups that have either 
conformed to the secular dictate, renouncing religion as 
other than a hobby or therapy, or because they have reached 
agreement with the Christian and Jewish hierarchy to co¬ 
exist by not threatening or challenging, and, beyond this, to 
cooperate proactively in fulfilling the spiritual and moral 
destiny of America. 

Sometimes it is the immigrants themselves who make the 
process more difficult than it should be. And sometimes 
leaders of new communities resist too strongly the realities of 
their new environs and attempt to create new spaces and 
norms without first taking up the challenge to create new law. 

The Muslim American community in the United States 
is a talented and vibrant community that is as diverse as the 
nation itself. And, as it matures, it will become a more 
integral part of the American fabric. As John Esposito 
articulately notes: “Looking to the future, as we become more 
familiar with Islam as a major world religion and the soon-to- 
be second largest faith in America, the idea of a Judeo- 
Christian-Islamic religious tradition will become more 
internalized. We will recognize that each faith represents 
shared beliefs and values as well as distinctive differences.” 


AMERICAN MUSLIMS: A COMMUNITY UNDER SIEGE 


We have yet to understand what covenant Muslims will 
offer, yet, if the Qur’an is an indication, it will be a covenant 
of peace and cooperation and joint effort with every other 
American’s effort to make this union of states and different 
peoples a more perfect union. This could be the meaning of 
the verse in the Qur’an that says, “And when Abraham had 
rejected the things that his father worshipped other than the 
One God, God guided him to the land that had been 
promised to the righteous.” H 

Caroline F. Keeble 
May 2004 
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Introduction 



In the name of fighting terrorism, our government has targeted 
Muslims and Arabs using secret evidence, secret arrests, and 
detentions without due process of law. These departures from our 
constitutional norms are sending shock waves through Arab and 
Muslim communities in the United Slates and abroad, and they 
are placing all Americans at risk. 

—Nancy Chang, senior litigation attorney, 
Center for Constitutional Rights. 


Future historians may regard this 
monumental account of Islam and 
Muslims at the beginning of the twenty- 
first century as the best primary source 
material to understand the rise and fall of 
freedom and human rights in America. This 700-page 
running account of history in the making gives both an 
analytical summary of the political dynamics after 9/11 and 
an encyclopedic account of the persons and institutions who 
made history through their battle to preserve America as an 
open society in the face of the pressures to protect 
Americans from terrorism by curtailing their freedoms. 



l 
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This is the story of countless thousands of Muslims from 
all over the world who left their countries to find civil 
liberty, economic opportunity, and intellectual challenges in 
America as the universally admired and most beloved 
country on earth. This is also the story of shattered dreams, 
as the homeland security apparatus of government singled 
out the community leaders as an inherent threat to 
everything they valued most. It is also the story of how the 
neo-conservative supporters of secular and apocalyptic 
Zionism tried to intimidate an entire community into 
passive submission. 

The story of individual persons and institutions is 
developed in detail to expose the entire process of 
disinformation designed, first, to demonize Islam as 
inherently favorable to violence and oppression, and then to 
neutralize an entire community of ten million people before 
they could gain the political clout needed to promote an 
even-handed American foreign policy of justice in the 
Middle East. A major thesis running through the entire 
book is that the tragedy of 9/11 provided the opportunity for 
the extremists among the Jews successfully to brand as 
extremists all Muslims who supported American 
independence from entangling foreign alliances. 

In chapter five, entitled “Political Agendas under the 
Guise of Academia,” the writings of Bernard Lewis and 
other scholars are analyzed to expose their contention that 
America’s policy of unilateral preemption against the 
peoples of the Middle East is justified by its “continuous 
struggle to ‘civilize’ Muslim society and essentially ‘free’ 
them from themselves.” 

Although this book does not discuss the challenges to 
American foreign policy in Iraq, the success of a vocal 
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minority of academics in demonizing both Islam and 
Muslims is dramatically shown by President George W. 
Bush’s assertion on April 7, 2004, at South Arkansas 
Community College in response to the beginning of an 
Iraqi ■ intifada against American occupation: “We’ve got 
tough work there because, you see, there are terrorists there 
who would rather kill innocent people than allow for the 
advance of freedom. That’s what you’re seeing going on: 
These people hate freedom and we love freedom, and that’s 
where the clash occurs.” 

The extent to which a concerted policy of 
disinformation had blinded even the military commanders 
on the ground in Iraq was best shown, according to the 
April 23rd issue of USA Today by General Eaton, who 
explained why the 2nd Battalion of the new Iraq army 
refused to fight in Falluja. He declared, “What I had was a 
battalion that just didn’t understand why they were engaged 
by their own people.” They did not understand that the 
resistance fighters were willing to die by the hundreds 
because they hated freedom. 

This bizarre mindset is introduced in chapter 7 of this 
book, entitled “The Pro-Israeli Lobbies and Think-Tanks,” 
which discusses the 1992 Soref Symposium of the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy (WINEP), 
entitled “Islam and the U.S.: Challenges for the Nineties.” 
At this symposium, the former Assistant Secretary of State 
and Ambassador to Israel, Martin Indyk, argued that the 
United States should not encourage democracy in countries 
that were friendly to Washington because their peoples are 
not friendly to Israel. As Ahmed Yousef argues in this 
book, “This recommendation seemed like a formula for 
ensuring that Islamist forces would forsake legal political 
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action and engage in armed struggle—precisely what 
happened.” 

This assessment of Muslim activism and ways to combat 
it is discussed a few pages later in an account of the 
declaration of war in 2003 by the neo-conservative, Frank 
Gaffney, one of the original members of the Project for the 
New American Century, against the paleo-conservative, 
Grover Norquist, President of Americans for Tax Reform, 
for daring to serve as a “fifth column” by facilitating the 
access of American Muslim leaders to President Bush. This 
phrase is part of a mimetic or psywar campaign to brand 
both Muslim and non-Muslim opponents of neo-con 
strategies as fascists and Nazis. The neo-conservative 
strategy appears to be designed to prevent any 
understanding of the Muslims’ search for justice as a cause 
for political opposition to America’s Middle East policies. 
The preferred neo-conservative strategy is to exploit every 
possible excuse to neutralize the leadership of the Muslim 
community by deporting them or arresting and imprisoning 
them indefinitely in a state of limbo. 

When no proof can be brought to link them with Al 
Qa’ida or other radical militants, as has been the case with 
virtually all of the victims of post-9/11 hysteria, they are 
eliminated by resort to visa technicalities. As Ahmed 
Yousef notes in the next chapter, entitled “Targeting Islam 
in America,” concerning the thousands of people arrested 
after 9/11, “Not a single one of them was ever charged in 
connection with the September 11th attacks. This raised 
serious questions, as there are nearly five million people in 
violation of U.S. immigration laws, but only those of Arab 
or Muslim backgrounds have been prosecuted.” In chapter 
11, “Improbable Targets: Indigenous Muslims,” the author 
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notes that, “Unfortunately, few critics of the Muslim 
immigrant community would even attempt to reconcile 
their bias with the fact that these people had left their 
homelands, which implied a respect and admiration for the 
United States and its opportunities and what it offered in 
terms of freedom and quality of life.” 

•The demonization of Arabs is relatively easy, because 
they are considered to be foreigners, even though they might 
have lived in America most of their lives and raised their 
children here. The demonization of indigenous Muslims 
did not take place until after 9/11, because by birth and 
culture they are prima facie loyal Americans. The African- 
American Muslims, who constitute as much as half of all 
Muslims in A.merica, have never integrated with the 
Muslims from abroad because of what Ahmed Yousef refers 
to as a “benign racism” among many immigrant Muslims. 
Furthermore, it is difficult to demonize them because they 
know the ropes in Congress and how to operate in 
American society. 

The Euro-American Muslims are even more difficult to 
brand as potential terrorists, because they tend to be 
concerned not with the Muslim community as such, either 
at home or abroad, but rather with the problems and 
opportunities that face all Americans in addressing universal 
issues of conscience. Nevertheless, as Ahmed Yousef details 
the story in chapter 17, entitled “Virginia Jihad Network," 
the latest trend in the saga of Muslims in America is 
precisely to focus on blue-eyed Americans who emphasize 
interfaith cooperation, because they can more effectively 
address the issues of justice that the political Zionists might 
like to keep off the American public policy agenda. 

• Perhaps the most powerful chapters are on the 
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emasculation of Muslim charitable organizations, especially 
those that gave charity to help the Palestinians survive as 
human beings and maintain their dignity; on the 
demonization of the Muslim community in Chicago 
because it traditionally has been the center of Palestinian 
immigration; and on the Palestinian activists, Sami al Arian, 
Mazen al-Najjar, and Abdelhaleem Ashqar, whose served as 
ground zero in the battle to disenfranchise Muslim leaders 
committed to justice and humanitarian help for the 
Palestinians under siege in the Holy Land. 

As stated in chapter 9 on "The Holy Land Foundation 
and the Saga of HAMAS in America”: “The American 
campaign to demonize and criminalize Muslim and 
Palestinian activism in support of their brethren in Palestine 
has its roots squarely in Israel’s desire to extinguish the 
source of any aid and comfort whatsoever to the subjects of 
its occupation. This desire is part of a strategy to ultimately 
achieve the surrender of the Palestinians through 
demoralization and humiliation. As American Islamic 
activism grew in scale and sophistication, and as attention 
turned toward supporting the Palestinians, Israel and its 
U.S. supporters grew increasingly worried that support from 
American Muslims would undermine their campaign of 
military subjugation. It also disapproved of successful 
efforts to feed, house, and clothe its Palestinian subjects, 
since this alleviated the despair that Israel hoped would lead 
to surrender. Consequently, the pro-Israel lobby made the 
unraveling of American Muslim activism in support of 
Palestinians a top priority.” 

The perversion of justice involved in the persecution of 
the above three Muslim leaders lay in the government’s 
decision to take a political debate and give it a legal face.” 
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This is profoundly unconstitutional because by definition it 
is the very opposite of the rule of law. 

The hopes and prayers of Muslims in America are that 
they will eventually be free to integrate into American 
society by bringing the wisdom of their tradition to enrich 
America as other minorities have done in the past. More 
than that, however, they hope that their travails in the post- 
9/11 era of American vulnerability to the problems of the 
world will highlight the dangers that blind reaction to the 
new era of insecurity may pose to the survival of America as 
a freedom loving country. They may serve as the canary in 
the coal mine, so that when the canary sickens or dies the 
miners know that the poisons in the air have become lethal. 

Perhaps the most useful chapter in this entire 700-page 
book is chapter 15, “The Raid on the HIT: Assault on 
Muslim American Intellectualization,” which is a core 
chapter in Part Five on “Bankrupting Muslim Institutions.” 
The International Institute of Islamic Thought (HIT) was 
founded a quarter century ago as a means to institutionalize 
the movement among Muslim intellectuals to overcome the 
backward and confrontational culture of “Mullah Islam” by 
introducing fundamental reforms rooted in enlightened 
understanding not only of Islam but of all the world 
religions. When a task force of 150 FBI and other agents 
stormed its offices in March, 2002, confiscated its 
computers, invaded the homes of its officials, and even 
handcuffed one executive’s wife and children, the entire 
Muslim community was dumbfounded. This was even 
more oxymoranic than implying that the Iraqi freedom 
fighters hate freedom. 

The Institute’s entire reason for being is to develop the 
message that the fundamental reform involved in 
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civilizational renewal requires a paradigm shift, which, in 
turn, requires a foundation and a diagnostic method to 
interpret reality. This is cast in the terms of Islamizing 
thought, but it calls for reviving the best of classical Islamic 
thought and the best of classical American thought, because 
they are the same. 

The purpose and consistent teachings of the HIT are 
best expressed by its founding director, Dr. Jamal Barzinji: 
‘In its rational and methodical approach, the Institute 
stands for the reformist trend in Islam that holds human 
reasoning in high esteem and is very critical of literalist or 
dogmatic interpretations. The Institute is opposed to 
mental reclusiveness. It very much encourages ijtihad 
[reasoning], pragmatism, and pluralism. It respects all 
Scriptural religions. It also is an advocate of closer inter¬ 
faith relations and ties. The Institute’s ‘school of thought’ 
envisions the consolidation of all the common values among 
the three Abrahamic religions so that humanity can better 
solve its problems and employ its potentials in the service of 
humankind. It teaches that in the normal course of life the 
relationships between Muslims and others are based on and 
produce peace, dialogue, healing, forgiveness, and 
cooperation in common concerns on a moral basis that 
respects differing points of view. ... The reformist school of 
thought believes in the application of Islamic law in the 
cosmopolitan and universal sense that serves the interests of 
all people and their needs. It follows that divine laws, 
beliefs, and religions are meant to help humans construct a 
better world through cooperation and solidarity.” 

All Americans should welcome Islam as an enlightened 
religion so that its enlightened followers can better counter 
those self-proclaimed Muslims who would hijack Islam as a 
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religion for evil ends. If Christians and Jews succeed in 
making common cause with the enlightened Muslims who 
make up the vast majority of all Muslims in America, they 
can better succeed in rescuing their own religions from 
extremists who are exploiting 9/11 as a means to hijack 
Christianity and Judaism. If the current crusade against 
Islam succeeds, however, as waged by those who through 
ignorance or design have made a career in demonizing it, 
Americans will have lost their most powerful ally in 
restoring America to its role as a moral leader in the world. 

The entire world may be approaching the end times in 
the sense that awareness of the transcendent and the 
resulting responsibility to translate knowledge into justice 
will disappear. But the very process of approaching a nadir 
or “end” in global civilization can serve as shock therapy for 
the revival of civilization in a new world. This may be the 
lesson that one should learn from this monumental book by 
Dr. Ahmed Yousef on American Muslims: A Community 
Under Siege. H 


Dr. Robert Dickson Crane 
Center for Policy Research, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
May 2004 
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